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House Passes the Mapes Labeling Bill 

The Mapes bill (H. R. 730) to require the informative label- 
ing of inferior canned foods was passed on May 7 by the House, 
without amendment. When the bill was reached on the calendar 
Representative Ketcham explained the purpose and the provis- 
ions of the measure, after which an effort to amend the measure 
proved unsuccessful. 

In the Senate where a companion bill (S. 1138) is pending, 
Senator Copeland has proposed a second amendment to the bill 
which is in the nature of a substitute for the entire McNary bill. 

Interest Continues Strong in Radio Campaign 

There were only three programs in the broadcasting cam- 
paign during the past week owing to the fact that the facilities 
of the National Broadcasting Company were used on Monday for 
an address by President Hoover before the Red Cross in Wash- 
ington, 

Correspondence received by the Association continues to 
evidence the widespread interest of the radio audience in the 
programs, and the Canny Cook Thrift Bank has proved to be a 
very popular feature among the listeners. 

During the past two weeks many canners in different parts 
of the country have been quite successful in furnishing local 
newspapers with stories about the campaign, publication of 
which has served to broaden the interest in their localities and to 
increase the number in the radio audience. 

The Chairman of the Advertising Committee has called a 
meeting of the Committee to be hald on May 22, following the 
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meeting of the Board of Directors in Washington. It is expected 
that at this meeting of the Committee the future of the broad- 
casting campaign will be decided. 


Bill Defining Preserves Passed by Senate 

The Senate on May 7 passed a bill to define and to provide 
standards for fruit jams, fruit jellies, and apple butter. The 
Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry struck out the 
language of the bill introduced by Senator Jones, substituting 
for it the bill as reported to the House by the House Committee 
on Agriculture. 

As passed by the Senate, the bill provides that the section 
dealing with labeling shall not take effect until two years after 
the date of the enactment of the measure. The bill requires that 
the labels on fruit jams, etc., show the fruits used in the pre- 
paration of the product in the order of their predominance by 
weight; that the saccharine substances used in their preparation 
be sho “ in terms of common usage such as “cane sugar,” “beet 
sugar,” or “corn sugar,” and so on; and if it be made with 
pectin or pectinous preparations or acids, that such fact be stated 
on the label. 


Directors to Meet on May 2ist 

The regular spring meeting of the Board of Directors will 
be held at the Washington office of the Association on Wednes- 
day, May 2list. A number of subjects of importance to the 
industry will be up for discussion, such as_ the labeling legisla- 
tion and the broadcasting campaign. A meeting of the General 
Advertising Committee of the Association will be held on Thurs- 
day, May 22, following the meeting of the Board. 


California Spinach Pack 
The spinach pack in California in 1930, as compiled by the 
Canners League of California, was 1,565,496 cases. The fol- 
lowing table gives the figures for 1930 and the two previous 
years: 


1928 1929 1930 

Cases Cases Cases 
225,032 408,677 93,404 
00 2,004,542 4,103,742 1,505,406 


House Passes Bill Amending Warehouse Act 


The bill (H. R. 7) amending the Warehouse Act was passed 
by the House on May 7. This bill provides for the transfer of 
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authority now vested in the Secretary of Agriculture to a rep- 
resentative whom he may designate to perform such acts as ac- 
cepting and approving bonds furnished by warehousemen, and 
the issuance, suspension, cancellation and revocation of licenses. 
It would so amend the present law that the Federal law would 
not become subservient to the state law insofar as there is a con- 
flict between the two. 


Senate Sends Tariff Bill Back to Conference 

The Senate on May 7, without taking action on the partial 
report of the conferees on the tariff bill, voted to insist upon 
the Senate’s amendments and ask for further conference with 
the House. This action throws the bill in its entirety back into 
the hands of the conference committee. 

The points of difference between the Senate and House upon 
which the conferees reached no agreement include the Senate 
amendments relating to silver, lumber, cement, debenture, re- 
organization of the tariff commission, and the flexible provision 
of the tariff. 

Senator Smoot called a meeting of the Conference Com- 
mittee for Friday, May 9. 


Truck Crop Markets 


Forwardings of 26 leading fruits and vegetables increased 
during the week ended May 3, to 15,275 cars, which was 5,705 
cars less than during the corresponding period last year, accord- 
ing to the U. S. Market News Service. 

Imperial Valley cantaloupe shipments totaled 30 cars for the 
week. At this time last year, no California cantaloupes had yet 
been shipped. 

Movement of Texas carrots increased to 140 cars, and a 
similar number came from California. The supply of cucumbers 
increased sharply, when Texas forwardings jumped to 185 cars. 

California was the leading source of green peas, with 280 
cars last week. Mississippi decreased to 65, but South Carolina 
increased to 90 cars of peas. 

A sudden decrease occurred in shipments of spinach. Only 
265 cars were reported, as against 490 the preceding week. 
Virginia was down to 200 cars, and only 20 or 80 each came 
from Maryland and Arkansas. 

Movement of Florida string beans increased sharply to 380 
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cars; Texas dropped to a total of 20, but the bean season opened 
in Louisiana. Sweet-potato shipments required only 165 cars. 

Cherries were beginning to arrive rather freely from Cali- 
fornia. About 30 cars were forwarded during the week. The 
season is earlier than last year. Movement of only 30 cars of 
grapefruit was in decided contrast to the heavy output of 635 
cars during this same period last season. Arrivals from Porto 
Rico also decreased to 92 cars. Orange shipments totaled 1,060 
cars, all but seven of which came from California. A year ago, 
about 2,750 cars of oranges moved. 

Tomato production in southern Florida is somewhat lighter 
than that of last year. The lower valley of Texas has a heavy 
crop, chiefly because of increased bushels, as against 3,411,000 
last season. Florida output was heavier than the week before 
at 580 cars, while imports from Mexico were rather limited. The 
Mexican total of 220 cars, however, was 50 per cent more than 
was shipped from that region during the same week last season. 

Cabbage movement reached 1,100 cars, or 65 per cent more 
than the preceding seven-day period. South Carolina, Alabama, 
Texas and Mississippi were all active. South Carolina alone 


shipped 640 cars. Preliminary estimates of acreage in 14 inter- 
mediate states show a total about the same as last year. 
Strawberry shipments were rapidly increasing, and the out- 
put of 1,650 cars was more than double that of the week before, 
and was almost up to the corresponding total for the 1929 season. 
All important states showed gains, but highest increases were 
reported in Louisiana, Arkansas, Tennessee and North Carolina. 
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CARLOT SHIPMENTS 
Sate) thts Total last 
Commodity ay 4 season to season to 

y 4 season 

Apples, total 706 658 127,530 

Eastern states ......... 190 805 62,708 

Western states ........ 516 853 64,822 

232 600 2,110 

1,100 058 44,214 

Carrots ... cece 6.215 11,004 

26 0 2,205 

234 2.180 7,458 

439 1,810 5,197 

aie 14,041 $2,430 

16 181 758 

1,660 747 1,882 5.817 7,869 18,686 

303 282 506 4,008 3,504 6,627 
Tomatoes: 

jar 555 400 856 4,075 6,557 $1,042 

228 15 148 6,528 5,276 5,871 
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Changes in Canadian Tariff on Foodstuffs 


The budget speech to the Canadian Parliament on May 1, 
1930, presented tariff proposals by the Minister of Finance which 
represent the most extensive revision of the tariff since 1907, 
according to the American commercial attache at Ottawa. The 
proposed changes become effective at once, provisionally, subject 
to final adoption by the Canadian Parliament. 


The following, among the various items changed are of in- 
terest to canners: 


Canned vegetables are free under the British preferential 
tariff, except peas, for which the rate is 1 cent per pound. The 
general rate on canned beans, or otherwise prepared, is 144 
cents per pound; on canned corn, tomatoes and peas, 2 cents per 
pound; and on all other canned vegetables, 30 per cent ad 
valorem. 


The rates on canned pineapples are, British preferential, 14 
cent per pound; general, 244 cents per pound. All other canned 
fruits are dutiable at 144 cents per pound under the British pref- 
erential ; and 234 cents under the general tariff. 


All dried fruits are free under the British preferential; and 
2% cent per pound under the general—unchanged except on dates 
and figs, which were formerly dutiable at 40 cents per 100 pound 
under the preferential, and 55 cents general. The rates on 
raisins are unchanged. 


The basic rate of the sales tax has been reduced to 1 per cent. 


Senate Passes Fisheries Bureau Bill 


The five-year construction and maintenance program for 
the U. S. Bureau of Fisheries as provided in the bill (H. R. 7405) 
approved by the House on April 16, was passed by the Senate 
on May 9, with an amendment adding $50,000 for the establish- 
ment of a fish-cultural station in Louisiana. The legislation pro- 
vides for the expenditure of nearly $2,000,000 during the five- 
year period for the construction, purchase or enlargement of 30 
some stations, substations and laboratories. 


Weather Conditions 


Weather during the week ending May 6 was abnormally 
warm practically everywhere east of the Rockies, according to 
the weekly report of the U. S. Weather Bureau. Rains occurred 
in the southwest, the western lower Lake Region, and the cen- 
tral northern states. Sections from the Ohio Valley southward, 
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eastward, and northeastward received very little rain. In the 
Gulf states the droughty area extended westward over Louisiana 
to eastern Texas. 


Late reports on the effect of the April freeze on fruit in the 
important commercial apple sections of the Virginias indicate 
that damage has been spotted, and in general, less than was 
first feared. Elsewhere in the area experiencing freezing weath- 
er during the latter part of April there was considerable or seri- 
ous harm to early fruit, such as cherries, plums, and in some 
cases peaches, but apples, apparently, were not greatly involved. 

The total rainfall for the last two months has been only 25 
to 50 per cent of normal in the Mississippi Valley from Missouri 
and central Illinois southward to the Gulf, while in the Carolinas, 
Virginia, Maryland, “Tennessee, and the Ohio Valley but little 
more than 50 to 75 per cent of the normal has occurred. Because 
of this accumulated deficiency in moisture, covering in many 
places the last five months, the soil has become unusually dry for 
the season over a large area of the eastern United States, and in 
many places there is an urgent need of rain. 


Farm Board Calls Conference of Apple Growers 


A committee of fifteen, representing the various apple grow- 
ing regions of the United States, will meet in Washington, May 
14, at the call of the Federal Farm Board to develop a plan of 
procedure to further cooperative efforts among apple producers 
in order that they may avail themselves of the provisions of the 
Agricultural Marketing Act. 

The committee was appointed in accordance with recom- 
mendations made at a conference of representatives of fruit and 
vegetable cooperatives held with the Farm Board in January. 
Grower cooperatives, state colleges of agriculture and state 
horticultural societies of the different apple growing districts 
were invited to submit nominations. The membership of the 
Committee follows: 

Northeastern Section——Howard P. Gilmore, Westboro, 
Mass., Nashoba Apple Packing Association; Paul Judson, Kin- 
derhook, N. Y.; M. C. Burritt, Hilton, N. Y., Western New York 
Fruit Growers’ Cooperative Packing Association. 

South Central Section.—Hon. Harry F. Byrd, Winchester, 
Va., large commercial grower; Purcell McCue, Greenwood, Va., 
large grower, connected with a local semi-cooperative associa- 
tion; D. Gold Miller, Gerardtown, W. Va., Inwood Fruit Growers 
Cooperative Association; Chester J. Tyson, Gardners, Pa., large 
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commercial grower; Lester Collings, Moorestown, N. J., large 
commercial grower. 

Central Section.—Dr. E. L. Beal, Republic, Mo., Republic 
Horticultural Association; W. S. Perrine, Centralia, Ill., large 
commercial grower; Forrest Steimle, Eau Claire, Mich., Eau 
Claire Farmers’ Cooperative Association. 

Western Section.—Victor C. Follenius, Hood River, Ore., 
Hood River Apple Growers Association; J. W. Hevert, Yakima, 
Wash., Yakima Fruit Growers Association; L. M. Tignor, Wen- 
atchee, Wash., Wenatchee District Cooperative Association; E. 
C. Merritt, Sebastopol, Calif., Sebastopol Apple Growers Union. 

The Apple Committee is not an Advisory Commodity Com- 
mittee as provided for in the Agricultural Marketing Act, but 
rather a general committee to work with the Farm Board in 
the development of a national program for cooperative efforts 
among apple growers. 


Business Conditions 

The volume of business for the week ended May 3, as indi- 
cated by the volume of check payments was greater than the 
week of April 26 but below the same week in 1929. Operations 
in steel plants during the latest reported week were slightly less 
than the activity for the preceding week and still below the level 
of the corresponding week in 1929. 

The value of building contracts showed a gain of 7 per cent 
over last week and 6 per cent over a year ago. 

The general index of wholesale prices showed a slight de- 
cline from a week ago and was more than 7 per cent lower than 
last year. 

Bank loans and discounts at the end of the week while show- 
ing no change from the preceding week were more than 3 per 
cent above those for a year ago. Prices for stocks were about 
5 per cent lower than last week and 9 per cent below what they 
were in 1929. , 

Movement of commodities by rail, as shown by statistics 
covering the latest reported week, was less than the preceding 
week and lower also than the corresponding week a year ago. 
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Mexican, Cuban, and Bermuda Vegetable Shipments to the 
United States 

Shipments of Mexican, Cuban and Bermuda fresh vegeta- 
bles to the United States for the 1929-30 season are now rapidly 
drawing to a close. Total shipments to the American market 
from these three areas from the beginning of the season up to 
April 15 have amounted to 178,773,000 pounds, as compared with 
182,982,000 pounds during the corresponding period last season. 
Tomatoes, green peas and green peppers constitute the bulk of 
the Mexican shipments. Cuban shipments consist mainly of to- 
matoes, eggplant, potatoes and peppers, while shipments from 
Bermuda have consisted mostly of potatoes, parsley, kale and 
celery. 

The following table gives a record of the shipments of win- 
ter vegetables to the United States from Mexico, Cuba and Ber- 
muda during the period November 1 to April 15, 1929-30, as con- 
pared with the corresponding period of the previous season. 

1025-20 1920-40 


Nov, 1-Apr. 15 Nov, 1-Apr. 15 
Pounds Poun 


95,476,104 


British Malayan Sardine Imports 


Imports of sardines into British Malaya during the six 
months ending January 31, 1930, totaled 6,375,040 pounds, valu- 
ed at $274,930. 


Mexican West Coast: 
66,067,003 100,151,080 
seen 507,052 472,154 
115,868 815,550 
900-5009 20,920 73,106 
Cuba: 
22.031,442 18,786,403 
4.196.616 4,880,053 
1,910,277 2,088,760 
Bermuda: 
600.6690 0800000000000 460,025 268,508 
All 10,128 3,887 
4,058,551 5,557,240 


